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1. MALAWI CONGRESS PARTY ANNUAL CONVENTION ON SEPT 4 TURNED 
ATTENTION TO RECRUITMENT OF MALAWI WORKERS BY FOREIGN 
ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS WENELA (SOUTH AFRICA) AND MTHANDIZI 
(RHODESIA). MINISTERS AND DELGATES WERE UNANIMOUS IN 
CRITICIZING PROGRAMS (BOTH OF WHICH ARE CURRENTLY UNDER 
SUSPENSION) AND IN CALLING ON PRESIDENT BANDA TO DISCONTINUE 
THE PRACTICE PERMANENTLY. MINISTER OF LABOR LUNGU WAS ESPECIALLY 
HARSH, STATING MALAWIAN WORKERS HAD RECEIVED POOR TREATMENT BY 
WENELA AND ARE NOT "CONSIDERED AS HUMAN BEINGS" IN SOUTH AFRICA. 
FRANCISTOWN AIR CRASH IN WHICH 75 MALAWIANS DIED IN APRIL WAS 
FREQUENTLY CITED. INKOSI YA INKOSI M'MBELWA III, PARAMOUNT CHIEF 
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CITED MALTREATMENT OF WORKERS AND SUPPORTED DISCONTINUATION OF 
RECRUITMENT. 

2. COMMENT: CONVENTION DISCUSSION, WHICH IS ENGINEERED BY 
PRESIDENT BANDA, PROBABLY WILL LEAD TO PARTY RESOLUTION CALLING 
FOR PERMANENT END TO RECRUITMENT. WE EXPECT PRESIDENT WILL APPROVE 
ANY SUCH RECOMMENDATION IN HIS SPEECH CLOSING CONVENTION 
SEPT 7. 

STEVENSON 
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